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’said that the fibres of the vastus internus came down lower
on the inner side of the patella than the opposite muscle
did on the outer, and this was probably to prevent external
displacement of the patella.-Mr. DAVIES-COLLEY proposed
that some operation like that of osteotomy should be done
to produce an artificial bow-leg, and thus diminish the
chance of the patella slipping from its groove.-Mr. PITTS,
in reply, stated that no suffering or inconvenience was pro-
duced by the condition, for the remedy of which he proposed
to adjust a spring-clip.
A case of Hyper-trichosis was exhibited by Dr. (I. M.

CAMPBELL. A well-developed moustache in a female was
in process of treatment by electrolysis, showing parts cleared
of hairs and the skin again normal, other parts showing
recent scars of the needle and others untouched, though the
hairs had been cut close.

Notices of Books.
A Systctlt of Midwifery. By WILLIAM LEISHMAN, At. D.

Fourth Edition. Glasgow : MacLehose and Sons. 1888.-

This work, the first edition of which appeared in 1873, has
long been favourably known to the medical world. It is
the work of a man who is well read in his subject, who
has assimilated his facts, and who unhesitatingly states his
conclusions. These qualities of course remain, with one
drawback-viz., that the fourth edition has not (per-
haps on account of the pressure of other matters) been
brought up to date. Instances of this will be seen in the
section concerning vomiting of pregnancy, where we can
find no mention of "pernicious" vomiting, or any state-
ment of our present knowledge on the subject; and in those
- on extra-uterine gestation and placenta pr&aelig;via. The chapter
on pelvic deformities requires rewriting, especially as regards
the influence of such deformities on labour; so does that on
Caesarean. section, which has become antiquated, making
no reference to the new method of operating, but

tontaining such a sentence as the following : "It is a matter
of dispute whether we should or should not stitch the uterine
wound. It is quite certain that this is not essential to

success, and it is doubtful, as may be inferred from the
experience of Winckel, whether or not it is in any way
beneficial." Caesarean section is an operation which any
practitioner may be obliged to perform on emergency,
and to instruct him thus is dangerous. The question
of antiseptics is dealt with cursorily in two pages. The
"old" parts of the book are so good chat we much regret
that the modern parts have not been brought abreast of our
present knowledge. This may yet be done, and, if done well,
the book will be little short of the best which we possess.

Handbook of Therapeutics. By SYDNEY RINGER, M.D.,
F.R.S. Twelfth Edition, pp. 632. London : H. K. Lewis.
1888. - This edition worthily maintains the standard
reached before, and the author has been able to find space
for notice of many of the newer remedies, as well as for
additional notes upon many of the older drugs. It is almost

ungracious to criticise closely a book that has reached a
twelfth edition, but it appears to be marred somewhat by
an undue appearance of infallibility. This is certainly pre-
ferable to the too cautious scepticism with which the subject
is so frequently approached, but it is at; times rather

irritating, and it often leaves some doubt about the pro-
priety of employing one drug rather than another when
they are equally praised. The book is full of useful hints
on methods of administration, and the detailed directions
for the dietary for invalids are clear and serviceable. With
so much upon diet (no less than eighty-three formul&aelig; are
given), it is curious to note that pepsin and other digestive
aids are omitted.

The Science and Art of 9raining: a Handbook for
Athletes. By H. HOOLE, M.D. Pp. 124. Triibner and Co.

1888.-Under this high-sounding title a good deal of useful
information is compressed. Except for the seriousness awl
self-denial with which the subject is so often practically
approached, the sub-title might have been deemed a sufti-
cient designation for a book of this size, which is avowedly
written for the general reader rather than for the student of
science. The author follows the modern plan for arresting
attention and lending an air of respectability. Training is
shown to be based upon deep-rooted belief by reference
vaguely to "remote times," and specially to the Greeks
and Romans. This tribute to the antiquity of the subject
having been paid in a brief introduction, the author pro-
ceeds pleasantly on his way, and in successive chapters
deal:! with the preparation for athleticism ; the formation
and development of the human body; food; the nutrition
of the body; hunger and thirst; diet and digestion; the
muscular system; exercise and rest; and personal hygiene.
In an appendix he gives in tabular form useful hints con-
nected with exercise, leisure, sleep, the arrangement of
meals, and similar topics. Upon the whole, the instruc-
tion given appears well adapted for those for whom the
book is clesigned, and it is commendably free from pedantry
and from the patronising air so common in books of this
class. The hours for luncheon and dinner in summer

appear to us too close together, but otherwise the directions
are tolerably correct and easy to follow, and the book is
well calculated to displace the erroneous notions of training
which were so prevalent a few years ago.
Atlas of Chemistry (Inorganic and Organic). Part 1.

By VICTOR V. BRANDFORD, M.A. Edinburgh: E. & S.

Livingstone. 1889.-This Atlas is intended for the use of
medical and science students and science teachers in schools
and evening classes, and it aims at supplying in a pictorial
and diagrammatic form many facts which all students of
chemistry are required to know. It cannot in any way re-

place a text-book, and for its proper employment it implies
the constant supervision and explanation of a teacher. The
ten tables of which the first part consists are sufficiently
correct, although the author admits that he has sacrificed
very great accuracy and nicety of detail to didactic effective-
nes.s. The concluding table, which supplies a " scheme for
studying each element," is admirably arranged, and would,
when committed to memory, afford great help both in learn-
ing chemistry and in answering examination questions in an
orderly and logical manner. Those students who are prone
to be discouraged by the amount of detail in chemistry will
find this Atlas remove many difficulties.
Hunterian Lectures on Tension, us met with in SurgicaG

Practice;Inflammation of Bone ; and on Craraical and Intra-
crccraioL Injuries. Delivered before the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, June, 1888, by THOMAS BRYANT,
F.R.C.S., Vice-President and Member of the Court of
Examiners of the Royal College of Surgeons, Consulting
Surgeon to Guy’s Hospital. London: J. & A. Churchill.
1888.-These lectures have been already published, but we
are glad to see them issued in a separate form. They
deal with cases of " every-day surgery," and therefore

appeal to all members of the profession who practise
any branch of surgery. Mr. Bryant does not formulate
any new theory or advocate any new practice, but lie
enforces by abundant and excellent material views held
probably by all observant and thoughtful surgeons. The

lectures will be chiefly valued, we think, from the apt
illustrative cases recited.

THE YEOVIL HOSPITAL.-This hospital is doing
good work. During the past year 121 in-patients and 385
out-patients were treated. The income amounted to &pound;560,
and after the disbursement of the expenses a balance re-
mained in liand of &pound;32 ]4s. 5d. Lord Portman has been
elected president in succession to his late father.


